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Introduction: 

 

In the last two centuries, with the start of the Industrial Revolution, our world has seen 

a massive spike in resource usage as mass production became possible. This production 

boom, while allowing nations to gain capital in an unforeseen speed, also caused a 

strain on their natural resources.  

As early as the 16th century, with the colonisation of South America by kingdoms of 

Spain and Portugal, there have been conflicts and colonisation all across the globe. 

These conflicts, reaching new heights in early 20th century with the World Wars, seemed 

to have been leading the way to more ideological conflicts with the Cold War.  

However, with the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991 and an ever increasing demand for 

goods and production causing depletion in natural resources, wars based on resources 

began to surface again.  

 

 

 



History of the Topic: 

 

 

 

As the 19th century rolled around, a revolution happened in the United Kingdom. With 

the improvements made to the steam engine by James Watt and the applications of the 

engine to various other production systems, in a short span of time, the ability to mass 

produce consumer goods and other products skyrocketed. The Industrial Revolution 

was on its way. Along with the revolution however, also came a series of conflicts in the 

name of imperialism to acquire resources that were simply not found in one such 

country. Wars fought mainly in Asia, Africa and Europe with imperialistic ambitions 

between 18th to 20th century can largely be attributed to the lack of resources that were 

present in other countries, hence, imperialist forces colonised large parts of Asia and 

Africa and had many infights between them such as, but not limited to the Seven Years 

War (1756-1763), World War 1 (1914-1918) and to some extent, World War 2 (1939-1945) 

and related conflicts such as the Second Italo-Ethiopian War (1935-1937) and the Second 

Sino-Japanese War (1937-1945).  

 



 

With the Cold War coming to reality and de-colonization around the world, it seemed 

as though imperialism was slowly waning away. However all changed in 2003 with the 

Anglo-American invasion of Iraq. Considered by its contemporaries as a war to free the 

Iraqi people and stabilise the region, however almost two decades after the war, 

historians and ex-government officials, such as Sir David King, claim that the war was 

in fact was done for resource such as oil. While this claim caused controversy and 

debate, academics suggest that it should be taken seriously. With our world using more 

and more resources each year, the future might hold “resource wars” for us. 

 

 

 

 



Definition of Key Terms

 



 

 

 

 



Organizations Involved 

UNIDO - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Industrial_Development_Organization 

BRICS - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BRICS 

G20 – https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G20 

Comecon – https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comecon 

World Bank - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank 

 

Bibliography 

https://www.slideshare.net/BryanMills/economics-key-words 

 

For Further Research 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/home 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Economic_and_Social_Council 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_warfare 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/economic-warfare 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_depletion 

https://econation.co.nz/resource-depletion/ 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Industrial_Development_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BRICS
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G20
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comecon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Bank
https://www.slideshare.net/BryanMills/economics-key-words
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Economic_and_Social_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_warfare
https://www.britannica.com/topic/economic-warfare
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_depletion
https://econation.co.nz/resource-depletion/

